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The political fortunes of the governing center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) received
a double blow with the party's poor performance in the Nayarit elections and the decision of
a Chihuahua state electoral court to overturn the party's recent victory in Ciudad Juarez. In
both cases, the beneficiary of the PAN's political misfortunes was the former governing Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI).
PRI takes landslide victory in Nayarit
In the Nayarit elections on July 7, the PRI won 15 of 20 mayoral races and all 18 directly elected seats
in the state legislature. Another 12 legislative seats will be distributed based on the percentage of
the vote received by each party. Initial estimates indicate the PRI obtained 53% of the votes cast,
compared with 31% for the PAN and 8% for the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica
(PRD). The PRI's sweeping victory was accompanied by low voter participation, with abstentionism
estimated at about 40%. The PAN's only victories were in the mayoral elections in four small
municipalities. The PRD was shut out entirely in all of the races, although the upstart Partido de
Convergencia Democratica (PCD) managed to win the mayoral election in the community of Ixtlan
del Rio.
The most significant victory for the PRI in the municipal elections was in the state capital of Tepic,
which had been governed by the PAN. The PRI took 56% of the vote compared with only 23% for the
PAN. The PRI's strong showing came in the first election presided over by the party's new president
Roberto Madrazo Pintado, who was elected by a narrow margin in February of this year in a bitter
campaign (see SourceMex, 2002-02-27). "Now PRI members can truly say that our electoral fortunes
are rising," a confident Madrazo said at a press conference. The PRI president said the party is not
only targeting a majority in the federal Congress in the 2003 elections but also seeks to increase its
hold on governorships, state legislatures, and mayoral seats.
PAN president Luis Felipe Bravo Mena said the PRI won the election partly because local leaders
resorted to the old vice of buying votes. Sen. Diego Fernandez de Cevallos, the party's top leader
in the upper house, was more candid, suggesting that the election may have been a referendum on
the PAN's performance during the past two years. The PAN senator also blamed the loss on weak
candidates and the party's inability to present a clear message during the campaign. "But we have
time to rectify these errors (before the 2003 elections)," said Fernandez de Cevallos.
The daily newspaper El Universal said the selection of the PAN candidates was largely determined
by Gov. Antonio Echeverria. Many candidates were relatives, associates, or friends of the governor.
"Only one of 18 candidates promoted by Echeverria won an election: Adrian Guerra Padilla in the
mayor's race in Bahia de Banderas," said the newspaper. PRD president Rosario Robles Berlanga
also blamed Echeverria for the strong PRI showing, saying the governor failed to encourage greater
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voter participation. Robles said Echeverria also showed no interest in forming a coalition with the
PRD similar to the one that got him elected in 1999 (see SourceMex, 1999-07-07).
But the PRD leader also acknowledged that her party's campaign in Nayarit was weak because
the national leadership was unable to devote much attention to the election in the early months of
this year. She said that was because most of the national resources were devoted to the disputed
leadership election in which she defeated Sen. Jesus Ortega (see SourceMex, 2002-04-03).
State court again nullifies PAN victory in Juarez
The PAN also suffered a defeat in the courts when a Chihuahua state electoral tribunal (Tribunal
Estatal Electoral, TEE) for the second time in less than a year threw out the results of a mayoral
election in Ciudad Juarez. The first election in July 2001 was nullified by the TEE in October of that
year when the PRI presented charges of campaign irregularities against the PAN. In that race, the
PRI accused outgoing mayor Gustavo Elizondo of using the airwaves to indirectly endorse PAN
candidate Jose Alfredo Delgado (see SourceMex, 2001-07-11 and 2001-10-17). After that election was
nullified, state authorities scheduled a second election in May of this year.
The PAN again won the race, only to have the PRI again charge it with campaign irregularities. In
this case, the PRI accused the local electoral council, which is dominated by the PAN, of improperly
nullifying or altering many ballots that were cast for the PRI (see SourceMex, 2002-05-22). State
and national PAN officials, outraged by the TEE decision, said they would appeal to the top federal
electoral court (Tribunal Electoral del Poder Judicial de la Federacion, TEPJF). "There is no truth to
the charges that ballots were altered," said PAN president Bravo Mena.
PAN leaders accused PRI Gov. Patricio Martinez of pressuring the TEE into nullifying both
elections. "We have the impression, and we've said this several times, that Gov. Martinez is involved
in all of this," said state PAN leader Cruz Perez Cuellar. PAN leaders said they expect the TEPJF to
announce a decision by the end of July. If the appeal fails, Juarez and Chihuahua officials will have
to hold a third election. In the meantime, Juarez will continue to be governed by an interim mayor
appointed by the local city council. (Sources: Associated Press, 07/07/02, 07/08/02; El Financiero,
07/08/02; Reuters, 07/07/02, 07/09/02; Agencia de Noticias Proceso, CNI en Linea, 07/08/02, 07/09/02;
La Cronica de Hoy, 07/05/02, 07/08/02, 07/10/02; Milenio Diario, 07/05/02, 07/08-10/02; Notimex,
07/08/02, 07/10/02; Novedades, El Universal, La Jornada, 07/08-10/02; El Diario (Juarez), 07/10/02)
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